


Thoughts on ‘Amateur’ and ‘Professional’ Photography by Alex Ignacio,

a professional photographer based in Santa Fe, New Mexico

An “amateur” photographer is someone that takes photos for fun and passion. They enjoy the art of
photography and appreciate the ability to preserve memories and moments. Despite being “amateur,”
they can, and do, take some of the most beautiful and breathtaking images you’ll ever see.

A professional photographer is consistently compensated for their photographic work. They have
practiced and trained themselves to become at least competent at photography and to do it for
others.

The other hallmark of a professional photographer is that they are a business entity, from one person
operations all the way to large studio outfits with many full-time employees and assignments.

Professional photographers use proposals, contracts, and have insurance. They know how to perform at
a consistent level every time through practice, perseverance, and effort.

The label of “professional” has less do with skill and talent and more to do with business operations.
There are great professional photographers who are not great photographers, but they have mastered
the other areas of their business that are an integral part of being successful.

They work hard at the accounting, the marketing, the networking, the client relationships, and the
professional outreach. And those parts are often much more important than the latest Photoshop
technique, fancy gear, or firmware update.

A professional delivers on a promise to get the shot. Oftentimes passion led them to choose to become a
professional photographer, but they now have many added pressures that are not optional anymore.

The analogy would be someone who loves to cook versus someone who makes a living cooking. Both
can be called “chefs”, but one is a professional by definition while the other person is someone who is
passionate about food and cuisine but does not depend on it for their livelihood.

The Photography Contest Chairman’s Note
Answer this simple question. As a photographer, are you open for business to accept commissioned
(paying) clients on a consistent basis? If yes, this contest considers you a professional photographer. If
you are not open to accept commissioned photography jobs, you are considered an amateur
photographer.

As far as this competition is concerned, selling your photography does not mean you are a professional
photographer, unless you are open for business and accept commissioned jobs.
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